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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-9, 13-15, and 17-18 remain for examination. The correspondence filed 
7/13/04 amended claims 1,3,4, 9, 13, 17, and 18. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 7/13/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues, ''The present Official Action acknowledges that Chang et al. does not 
disclose combining objects extracted from a database and combining the objects to create a file 
containing a representation of the image data for communication to a client system. Although Roy et al. 
discloses a map author which is used to create, modify and electronically publish map windows files (.mwf 
files), it is not seen that objects are extracted from the database and combined to create a first file 
containing a representation of the image data in a server system in response to a first request from the 
client system, and thereafter additional objects are extracted from the database and combined to create a 
second file containing a representation of the image data in the server system in response to a second 
request from the client system." Examiner disagrees with this contention. Roy teaches that it 

is possible for a map window file to contain dynamic data, i.e. additional objects stored 
separately from the map window file (col. 6, lines 5-10). Since the additional details can 
be pulled from the database upon subsequent [e.g. second] requests by a user (col. 1 1 , 
line 60 - col. 12, line 5), it is at a minimum suggested by Roy that a second file is 
created containing both the original map data and the additional objects. Further, it 
should be noted that Roy teaches that the client software possesses the ability to store 
map data in a clipboard (col. 12, lines 10-15), as well as the ability to cache data 
received from the databases (col. 12, lines 20-25). It is well known in the art that data 
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stored in either manner can constitute a file, and more specifically a second file created 
as per a second request by the user. Thus, either feature suggests that Roy contains 
the ability to create a second file containing an updated representation of the image 
data. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 13-15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chang et al. (U.S. Patent 6,061 ,689) and further in view of Roy et al. 
(U.S. Patent 5.966,135). 

Referring to Claim 1 : 

Chang discloses a method of gathering data from a database comprising: 
storing within a database table, objects containing image data, said database 

table comprising at least one row including objects having multiple data types, each 

data type being stored within a different column within said database table (col 3, lines 

30-35; col 4, lines 10-25), 

receiving, in a server system, objects extracted from at least one row of said 

database table in response to a first request received from a client system (col 8, lines 

55-65). 
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Chang does not explicitly disclose "the objects corresponding to one or more 

layers; 

in the server system and in response to said first request, combining the objects 
and creating a first file containing a representation of the image data for communication 
to the client system; 

displaying said representation of the image data in the client system; 

generating a second request for at least one additional layer of image data in 
response to a selection at said client system of an element of the displayed 
representation of the image data in the client system; 

receiving, in said server system additional objects extracted from at least one 
additional row of said database table in response to said second request received from 
said client system, the objects corresponding to said at least one additional layer of 
image data, in the server system and in response to a second request, combining the 
additional objects and creating a second file containing an updated representation of the 
image data for communication to the client system; and 

displaying said updated representation of the image data in the client system." 

Roy discloses the objects corresponding to one or more layers (col 2, lines 55- 

65); 

in the server system and in response to a first request, combining the objects and 
creating a first file containing a representation of the image data for communication to 
the client system (col 4, lines 55-65; col 5, lines 5-20); 
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displaying said representation of the image data in the client system (col 3, lines 
50-60); 

generating a second request for at least one additional layer of image data in 
response to a selection at said client system of an element of the displayed 
representation of the image data in the client system (col 2, lines 5-15; col 11, lines 55- 
68); 

receiving, in said server system additional objects extracted from at least one 
additional row of said database table in response to said second request received from 
said client system, the objects corresponding to said at least one additional layer of 
image data, in the server system and in response to a second request, combining the 
additional objects and creating a second file containing an updated representation of the 
image data for communication to the client system (col 2, lines 4-16; col 3, lines 5-25); 

and displaying said updated representation of the image data in the client system 
(col 3, lines 15-25). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Chang such that a representation, 
created in response to a user query, contains a plurality of objects, said objects 
corresponding to one or more layers and updating said representation in response to a 
second query for additional layers. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this because it would provide a display mechanism that provides a 
zooming capability (Roy: col 3, lines 45-60). 
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Referring to Claim 13: 

Chang discloses a system comprising: 

a database including a database table, said database table comprising at least 
one row including objects containing geospatial data, said objects having multiple data 
types, each data type being stored within a different column within said database table 
(col 3, lines 30-35; col 4, lines 10-25; col 10, lines 15-30); 

an interface to said database system (col 6, lines 40-45); 

an interface to a client system (Fig 3; col 1 , lines 55-60). 

Chang does not explicitly disclose "a controller adapted to a first receive a 
request from the client system and in response to the first request: receive objects 
containing geospatial data extracted from the database system, and combine the 
objects into a first file that provides a visual representation of the image data; 

means for displaying, said visual representation of the image data in the client 
system; and 

said controller further adapted to receive, a second request from the client 
system generated in response to a selection at said client system of an element of the 
displayed representation of the image data in the client system, and in response to said 
second request: receive additional objects containing geospatial data extracted from the 
database system, and combine the additional objects into file that provides an updated 
visual representation of the image data." 

Roy discloses a controller adapted to a first receive a request from the client 
system, and in response to the first request: receive objects containing geospatial data 
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extracted from the database system, and combine the objects into a file that provides a 
visual representation of the image data (col 3, lines 5-25; col 5, lines 20-35); 

means for displaying, said visual representation of the image data in the client 
system (col 3, lines 15-25); and 

said controller further adapted to receive, a second request from the client 
system generated in response to a selection at said client system of an element of the 
displayed representation of the image data in the client system, in response to the 
second request: receive additional objects containing geospatial data extracted from the 
database system, and combine the additional objects into file that provides an updated 
visual representation of the image data (col 2, lines 5-20; col 3, lines 5-25; 35-60). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Chang such that a representation, 
created in response to a user query, contains a plurality of objects, said objects 
corresponding to one or more layers and updating said representation in response to a 
second query for additional layers. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this because it would provide a display mechanism that provides a 
zooming capability (Roy: col 3, lines 45-60). 

Referring to Claims 2 and 14: 

Chang in view of Roy discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 1 and 13 
above. Chang further discloses said database comprises an object relational database 
(col 4, lines 10-25). 
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Referring to Claims 3 and 17: 

Chang in view of Roy discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 and 13 

above. 

Roy further discloses creating said first and second files comprises creating first 
and second markup language files, respectively (col 8, lines 45-55). 

Referring to Claim 5: 

Chang in view of Roy discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 above. 
Roy further discloses said objects containing geospatial data (col 5, lines 20-35). 

Referring to Claim 6: 

Chang in view of Roy discloses the limitations as discussed in . Claim 1 above. 
Roy further discloses said objects contain geospatial data and said multiple data types 
include at least one of the following elements: points, lines, and polygons (col 5, lines 
20-35). 

Referring to Claims 7: 

Chang in view of Roy discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 above. 
Roy further discloses said objects contain geospatial data and said multiple data types 
include at least one of the following elements: an image, points, lines, and polygons (col 
5, lines 20-35). 
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Referring to Claim 8: 

Chang in view of Roy discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 7 above. 
Roy further discloses combining the objects comprises combining two or more of the 
image, points, lines, and polygons (col 3, lines 40-60; col 6, lines 10-25; col 7, lines 45- 
55). 

Referring to Claim 15: 

Chang in view of Roy discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 13 above. 
Roy further discloses said multiple data types include at least one of an image, points, 
lines, and polygons (col 5, lines 20-35). 

5. Claims 4, 9, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chang and Roy as applied to claims 3, 8, and 13 above, and further in view of 
Lipkin et al. (U.S. Patent 6,348,927). 

Referring to Claims 4, 9, and 18: 

Chang and Roy disclose the limitations as discussed in Claims 3, 8, & 13 above. 

Chang in view of Roy do not explicitly disclose the claimed "creating first and 
second Virtual Reality Markup Language files, respectively". 

Lipkin discloses wherein creating the file comprises creating a Virtual Reality 
Markup Language file (col 5, lines 45-55). 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Chang in view of Roy to create first and second Virtual 
Reality Markup Language files, respectively. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do this because it would allow the information to be displayed on a 
browser (Lipkin: Fig. 1). 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tom Gyorfi whose telephone number is (571) 272-3849. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am - 4:30pm Monday - Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Kim Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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